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ATTEND the Chelsea Flower Show on Members’ Day, 
when the exhibits are at their peak

STROLL through some of London’s loveliest gardens, 
including the Chelsea Physic Garden and the renowned Royal 
Botanic Gardens

EXPLORE historic homes including The Prince of Wales’ 
country estate Enjoy free time in London and in the beautiful 
Cotswolds

TOUR free time in London and in the beautiful Cotswolds

STAY at The Kensington in London and the Cotswold 
House Hotel in Chipping Campden

Dear Friends and Members of the Garden Club of Virginia,

 English gardens, with their lush lawns and perfect roses, are world famous. Join us as we 
celebrate their exuberant beauty next May, on privileged visits to the Chelsea Flower Show and the 
historic estates of England’s charming Cotswolds region. In the late spring, these glorious properties 
should be in full bloom.

 Begin with three days in London, to explore the Chelsea Physic Garden, with its important 
collection of medicinal plants, and the renowned Royal Botanic Gardens. Tour the Royal Horticultural 
Society’s flagship garden in Wisley, and see the Chelsea Flower Show during a special visit on Members’ 
Day, when the exhibits are at their peak. 

 Our discovery of England’s best gardens continues during a four-day stay in the Cotswolds. Visit 
Highgrove House, the family home of  HRH The Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall (Prince 
Charles and Camilla), for a late morning tour and afternoon tea (pending confirmation). At Blenheim 
Palace, the birthplace of Winston Churchill, discover gardens landscaped by Capability Brown, known 
as “England’s greatest gardener.” Other highlights include visits to Batsford Arboretum, the gardens at 
Barnsley House, and Kiftsgate Court Garden.

 Accommodations are at the centrally located  Kensington in London and the Cotswold House 
Hotel in picturesque Chipping  Campden.

 We hope to welcome you on this unique horticultural journey.

            Sincerely, 

            Nina Mustard
            President

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS

Chelsea Physic Garden, photo by Gordon Sheret



SATURDAY, MAY 19: U.S. DEPARTURE 
Depart the U.S. on an overnight flight to London.  

SUNDAY, MAY 20: LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM 
This morning arrive in England’s cosmopolitan capital and 
continue to the centrally located Kensington hotel. An 
afternoon visit is planned to the Chelsea Physic Garden.  
Founded in 1673 as the Apothecaries’ Garden, its unique 
walled location along the Thames creates a warmer 
microclimate for a wide variety of native and non-native 
plants to thrive year round.                                         D

MONDAY, MAY 21: LONDON 
The focus of the morning is the renowned Royal Botanic 
Gardens, commonly called Kew Gardens. With over 250 
years of history, the gardens are home to one of the most 
comprehensive plant collections in Britain. Visit the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s flagship garden in Wisley and have 
lunch in its restaurant. Gifted to the Society in 1903,  the 
Wisley estate has evolved into an imaginative, world-class 
garden, and the RHS is now the UK’s leading gardening 
charity. Return to London where dinner and the evening 
are at leisure.                  B,L,D

TUESDAY, MAY 22: LONDON  
Drive to the Royal Hospital grounds to visit the famed 
Chelsea Flower Show, the world’s supreme floral and 
horticultural event.  Our specially arranged visit is on 
Members’ Day. Be dazzled by stunning horticultural 
displays and colorful flowers. Lunch and the balance of the 
day are at leisure. You may wish to continue admiring the 
show or enjoy some of your favorite places in the city.       B

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23: LONDON / COTSWOLDS 
Depart for the Cotswolds, known for rolling hills, stunning 
gardens, and stately homes. We plan to have a late 
morning tour and afternoon tea at Highgrove House, the 
family home of  HRH The Prince of Wales and the Duchess 
of Cornwall (Prince Charles and Camilla), whose organic 
gardens are noted  for their environmental sustainability 
and natural beauty. Then stroll amid the picturesque 
landscapes at Westonbirt Arboretum, created during 
the Victorian era when plant-hunters were returning with 
exotic species from the edges of the British Empire. Arrive 
in the small market town of Chipping Campden, where 
accommodations for four nights are at The Cotswold 
House Hotel. The evening is at leisure.                                 B

THURSDAY, MAY 24: COTSWOLDS 
This morning tour the beloved gardens at Barnsley House, 
boasting the grand features and ornamentation of a much 
larger garden but scaled down for this smaller, enchanting 
space.  Following lunch nearby, discover Kiftsgate Court 
Garden, created by three generations of women gardeners 
beginning in 1920. It is well known for its scented, climbing 
Kiftsgate rose, reputed to be the largest in the country.  
Return to Chipping Campden for the balance of the day at 
leisure.  You may wish to visit the Ernest Wilson Memorial 
Garden, which contains many of the plants this notably 
intrepid English collector brought from China to Britain. B,L
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 PROGRAM RATE per person $5,699   
SINGLE SUPPLEMENT $1,499   

RATE INCLUDES 
n Seven nights hotel accommodations as per itinerary,  

with London rooms reserved for early arrival
n Meals as indicated in the itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch,  

R=Reception, T=Tea, D=Dinner); bottled water and  
coffee/tea with all meals, wine/beer at dinners

n Airport/hotel group transfers for all participants on 
suggested flights

n Escorted sightseeing, transportation and entrance fees for all 
included visits 

n Taxes, service charges, porterage
n Gratuities to local guides and drivers

NOT INCLUDED IN RATE International airfare; passport fees; 
meals not specified; alcoholic beverages other than wine/beer 
at dinners; personal items and expenses; airport transfers other 
than for those on suggested flights; baggage in excess of one 
suitcase; trip insurance; any other items not specifically mentioned 
as included 

ACCOMMODATIONS

THE KENSINGTON - LONDON
In the heart of one of London’s most desirable 
neighborhoods, The Kensington is situated in four 
grand townhouses. The hotel’s 126 guest rooms and 
24 suites are all individually decorated and combine 
sumptuous fabrics, deep upholstery, and an eclectic mix 
of contemporary art and sleek furnishings. 

COTSWOLD HOUSE HOTEL – CHIPPING CAMPDEN
Set in a Regency stone property with two acres of 
gardens, the hotel is a short walk to Chipping Campden’s 
historic Market Hall. Stylish rooms and suites include 
free Wi-Fi, TVs with satellite channels, mini fridges, and 
tea and coffee-making facilities.  Amenities include a 
restaurant serving locally sourced British dishes and a spa.FRIDAY, MAY 25: COTSWOLDS  

Spend the morning among the Japanese and Chinese trees 
at Batsford Arboretum, home to one of the largest private 
tree collections in the country. Lunch is at leisure in one of 
the Cotswolds’ charming villages. Enjoy an afternoon at 
Hidcote Manor, one of Britain’s finest examples of an Arts 
and Crafts garden. Return to the hotel for dinner.           B,D  
SATURDAY, MAY 26: BLENHEIM 
Built in the short-lived 18th-century English Baroque style, 
Blenheim Palace is one of England’s largest houses and the 
birthplace of Winston Churchill.  The surrounding gardens 
of over 2,000 acres were notably redesigned by Capability 
Brown, known as “England’s greatest gardener,” and have 
gained World Heritage Site status. During an extended 
visit here, we will enjoy a private lunch and tour the North 
Park with its ancient oak trees, some of which are over 
1,000 years old. Celebrate a memorable week at our festive 
farewell dinner.                                            B,L,D

SUNDAY, MAY 27: COTSWOLDS / LONDON / U.S. RETURN
Following breakfast, transfer to London for the return 
flight home.                               B

DISCLAIMER: The itinerary is subject to change at the discretion 
of The Garden Club of Virginia and Academic Arrangements 
Abroad. For complete details, please carefully read the terms 
and conditions at www.arrangementsabroad.com/terms

The Kensington

Kiftsgate Court, photo by Garden JR P

Blenheim Palace, photo by Mike Sutton



Barnsley House, photo by The Range Rider
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To reserve a place, please call Academic Arrangements Abroad at phone: 212-514-8921 or 800-221-1944, fax: 212-344-7493; or complete and return this 
form with your deposit of $1,000 per person (of which $500 is non-refundable for administrative fees) payable to Academic Arrangements Abroad. Mail to: 
Academic Arrangements Abroad, 1040 Avenue of the Americas, 23rd floor, New York, NY 10018-3721.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name(s) in full as on passport(s). Please print. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City                                                                          State                                    Zip 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone (home)                                                (business) 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Fax                                                                          E-mail 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
Hotel room preference                  p  One bed                   p  Two beds                 p Single (at a supplement of $1,499)
I wish to share a room with  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FORM OF PAYMENT 
q  Enclosed is my check (payable to Academic Arrangements Abroad)       q  Debit card q  Credit card
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name on debit/credit card 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Debit/credit card number 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3- or 4-digit security code                                                   Expiration date 

I/We confirm that I/we have carefully read and agree to the Terms & Conditions of this Program (see www.arrangementsabroad.com/terms to review or 
call for a copy). I/We agree to full payment 120 days prior to departure. Each participant must sign below. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature (required)                                                Date

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature (required)                                               Date

THE GARDEN CLUB OF VIRGINIA  
GRAND ENGLISH GARDENS & ESTATES FEATURING THE RHS CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW  n   MAY 19–27, 2018

RESERVATION FORM


