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June 3, 2019 
 

The Honorable Tim Kaine 

231 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Mark Warner 

703 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Senator Kaine and Senator Warner: 

  

The Garden Club of Virginia, with over 3400 members in Virginia, is writing to express 

our concern about possible federal legislation that would allow the controversial Atlantic Coast 

Pipeline (ACP) to be built across the Appalachian Trail and Blue Ridge Parkway. Legislation 

may also allow the equally controversial Mountain Valley Pipeline to cross the Appalachian 

Trail.  

 

Also, we understand that Dominion Energy is lobbying some members of Congress to 

consider legislation that could speed up the decision to build the ACP.  Such legislation would be 

inappropriate given the ongoing review of the project by agencies and the courts. The case 

challenging FERC’s certificate of public convenience and necessity—the permit that approved 

the proposed route—is still pending. A bill like this could circumvent the normal regulatory 

process that determines where pipelines should be located and set the troubling precedent that 

developers can call on Congress to fix permitting problems for controversial projects that run 

afoul of the law.  Until the serious, fundamental questions about the need for the project are 

resolved, there is no reason for Congress to jeopardize sensitive, scenic, and treasured natural 

resources such as the Appalachian Trail and the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

 

We believe that congress should not legislate the permits or routes for gas pipelines 

through national or state parks in Virginia. Please oppose any federal legislation that would 

exempt the Atlantic Coast or Mountain Valley pipelines from normal process or clear the path 

for the building or siting of these controversial projects. 

 

 



 

 

On a larger scale, the GCV appeals to you to urge the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (FERC) to improve their process of planning the transportation of natural gas in 

Virginia to avoid unnecessary and negative ecological and economic impacts to our 

communities, our forests and our natural resources.  This would include more stringent 

Environmental Impact Studies as well as a programmatic study which lays out a plan for a 

region-wide solution for future pipeline infrastructure so that environmental resources are 

minimally impacted through greater colocation of lines and upgrades of existing corridors. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this important issue. 

 

Sincerely, 

Carrie Dorsey 

Garden Club of Virginia 

Conservation and Beautification Committee Chairman 

 

(Adapted from a letter written by National Parks Conservation Association) 

 


